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One Day Training Programme on

APICULTURE
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SMBT College, Sangamner

Date: 2™ January, 2029

. Apiculture s the scienlific method of rearing honeybees. el

- " Thelword ‘apiculture’ comes from the Latin word ‘apis' meaning bee.

/S0, ajp"u:ulture or beekeeping is the care and management of_ honey bees for the
" production of honey and wax. : e S
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' Insects are dominant animals on this earth. Usually insects are considered harmful

"' _to man but hardly 1 per cent of insect species fall in the pest category. Benefits of

insects in maintaining economy outweigh the injury, inflicted. Honey beesaze one:, ;.-
of the few insects directly beneficial toman.  * Gy i
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' the animal kingdom honey bees belong to: Phylun'_\‘-Arthroppdh"i'CIa.ss Ins
Hymerioptera, Superfamily-Apoidea and Family-Apidae. i
oneyt is highly valued food produced by honey bees and it is ‘also used as
iedicine. In addition to honey, other products like bees wax, pollen, ;royal jelly and
" bee vehom are also produced by honey bees. . o e
‘More than the producers of these hive products; bees play an:important role in
pollination of plants while collecting their food from flowers in the form of nectar
- and pollen. ; : o T N
.+ = Pollination is involved in a chain of complex events significant to our. economy:.
" Pollination by insects including honey bees is important for ecological balance. .
| "= Visitation by honey bees between  distant varieties or_ cultivars promotes ..
. hybridization and help sparse populations to survive, Their mutual dependency has:
. resulted into greaf degree of co-evolulion. P ; :
| = The science of rearing honey bees or beekeeping is known as apiculture.,
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« Bee boxes can easily to prepared at village level with a little training and providing standard
specification.

Opportunities:
* Honey market can be expanded if organized properly.

* Scope for extraction of royal jelly shall increase potentiality since it has demand for preparation
of pharmaceutical preparations.

* Bees wax can be utilized for manufacture of utility and fancy items.

* Bee v;num if extracted can be used for various medicinal preparations.
* Various value added items and recipes can be prepared out gf honey.

» Beekeeping can bring green revolution due to cross pollination.

» Stinges of dead bees can be used for medicinal preparations.

* Honey as regular food shall ensure better national health hence shall decrease expenditure on
health budget.

» Propolish if collected can be used as medicine.

* There is very good export potential for good quality and original honey obtained from Bee's
comb.

Weakness
« Details about honey of various floras are not available.

« Beekeeping as we find today is heavily subsidized. We have to see whether it can run without
subsidy or not since subsidies may not be available for ever.

« Beekeepers are not organized. Hence they are subject to exploitation by middle man.

« Although it can be trained easily for taming the bees and collecting honey, but it is not easy to
train all beekeepers on bee diseases. For prevention or cure bee doctors are not available
everywhere, hence epidemic can destroy entire bee population very fast Threats

* Taking advantage of popularity of honey adulterated honey has taken bulk of market share
which threatens honey marketing.

« Indiscfiminate spraying of pestlcldes has not only killed bees but also made honey harmful.

« Graining of honey of certain floras has made even pure honey unpopular since consumers are
not aware of its background.

« Marketing honey by some monopoly houses recently has exploited beekeepers
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